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WELCOME

Johanna Bond
Dean and Professor of Law

Tess Berkowitz
Vice President, Camden County Bar Foundation

Representative
Burlington County Bar Foundation

Angella Middleton
Chancellor, Rutgers Law -Camden Alumni Association

Erica Schweizer & Courtney Cubberley
President, Women’s Law Caucus
President, Association for Public Interest Law

Jill Friedman
Associate Dean, Pro Bono and Public Interest Program

PRESENTATION OF STUDENT HONOREES

Megan Adams and Alexis Rizzo
Mary Philbrook Chair, Women’s Law Caucus
Mary Philbrook Chair, Association for Public Interest Law

HONOREE INTRODUCTIONS AND REMARKS

Steven Salinger, Esq. introduces
Honoree Patty Legge

Professor Joanne Gottesman introduces
Honoree Jason Hernandez

CLOSING

Ann E. Freedman
Associate Professor of Law and
Mary Philbrook Celebration Founder



Patty Legge, Esquire

Patricia A. Legge, Esq., LMSW, is the founding Executive Director
of the Volunteer UP Legal Clinic, a nonprofit that connects clients
facing legal challenges with South Jersey attorneys who volunteer
to provide high-quality pro bono legal services not otherwise
available. The Legal Clinic makes a difference in the lives of those
in need in Camden and its surrounding communities, focusing in
particular on people returning from incarceration and those with
housing legal problems.

Patty’s career is a masterclass in public interest leadership. A proud
graduate of the Rutgers Law School Class of 1995, Patty served as
Vice President of the Association of Public Interest Law (“APIL”)
and was a member of the Women’s Law Caucus. She became a
career law clerk in the United States District Court for the District
of New Jersey, serving Senior Judge Joseph H. Rodriguez, RLAW
’58, for over 22 years. In that period, she was a driving force in
establishing the Judge Joseph H. Rodriguez Scholarship for a
Rutgers Law School student who “demonstrate[s] commitment to



academic achievement as well as community involvement and
public service.” At the same time, she taught law school classes for
15 years, for the most part as an adjunct professor at Rutgers, but
also as an inaugural faculty member at Drexel University’s Thomas
R. Kline School of Law. Patty also served as a member of the New
Jersey Supreme Court’s District IV Ethics Committee. As she
retired from her career as a clerk, Patty earned a master’s degree in
social work and became a licensed social worker. She now combines
her law and social work backgrounds to assist those most vulnerable
and in need of legal services in Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester
Counties. Under her leadership, the Clinic delivers high quality,
trauma-informed legal services through a deeply collaborative and
community-driven model. Her vision has attracted attorneys,
community partners, and donors: she has grown Volunteer UP from
a dream in 2018 to a nonprofit legal services organization with five
staff, 200 attorney volunteers, and a half-million dollar budget
today. Selected as the 2024 Nonprofit Executive of the Year by the
Non-Profit Development Center of Southern New Jersey and winner
of Oaks Integrated Care’s Rooted in Community Award, Patty
serves on the Leadership Council of Impactl00 SJ, a group of
women who synergize their philanthropic impact by researching and
investing in social justice and other worthwhile nonprofit enterprises
together.

Patty and her husband of 35 years, John, have three grown children,
Kevin, Elisabeth, and Madeleine.



Jason Hernandez, Esquire

Jason Hernandez is the Director of the Rutgers Immigrant
Community Assistance Project (“RICAP”’), where he has become a
steadfast advocate and trusted counselor for noncitizen and
international students across the Rutgers system. Since joining
Rutgers Law School in 2017 to found RICAP, Jason has led the
program to national recognition as one of the few university-based
immigration legal service programs in the country. Under his
leadership, RICAP provides free and confidential immigration
counsel, advice, and direct representation to Rutgers students, while
also building networks of support among faculty, staff, and
administrators. Beyond individual representation, Jason has worked
tirelessly to position Rutgers as a national leader in immigrant
advocacy through his work with the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher
Education and Immigration and other policy networks.



Jason’s commitment to service traces back to his undergraduate
years at the College of the Holy Cross, where he earned his BA in
Philosophy with a minor in Anthropology, and participated in a year
of service with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps before moving to
Philadelphia in 2008. His year of service set him on a path that
would grow into a career dedicated to immigrant legal services and
advocacy. After graduating from Temple University’s Beasley
School of Law in 2011, Jason accepted a fellowship at the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society of Pennsylvania (“HIAS-PA”), a refugee
resettlement and immigration legal services organization in
Philadelphia. There, Jason soon came to lead their Asylee Outreach
Project, providing critical legal and social services to asylees,
refugees, and other vulnerable immigrants. Beyond his day job, he
also volunteered to help organize nationalization application
assistance events across Philadelphia and New Jersey, a passion
project that he continues to pursue. Jason also served as co-chair of
the Pro Bono Committee of the Philadelphia Chapter of the
American Immigration Lawyers Association, helping to organize
naturalization and citizenship application events that provided free
legal assistance to hundreds of aspiring Americans.

At Rutgers, Jason has become a vital resource in times of profound
uncertainty for immigrant students. He has overseen RICAP’s rapid
expansion, securing resources to grow staff capacity and designing
systems that harness technology for intake, triage, and referral to
meet student demand. He has also led campus-wide educational
programming and legal advisories, ensuring students, staff, and
leadership remain informed about shifting immigration law and
policy. Most recently, he spearheaded a Rapid Response Initiative
to address urgent deportation threats and was a major force behind
a federal lawsuit to aid international students whose records in the
Student Exchange and Visitor Information system were abruptly
canceled, which threatened their academic careers.



Today, as both an attorney and educator, Jason continues to model
the values of service, justice, and solidarity. Through his vision and
leadership, RICAP has become a lifeline for countless Rutgers
students and a model of what university-based immigrant advocacy
can achieve.



STUDENT HONOREES

Alison Armendinger, Class of 2026

Originally intending to pursue a career in clinical psychology,
Alison discovered her true calling as a public interest attorney while
interning with the New Jersey Courts’ Intensive Supervision
Program. Ali entered Rutgers Law School with a deep
understanding of how poverty, systemic racism, and barriers to
healthcare shaped the reintegration of formerly incarcerated
individuals

At Rutgers, Ali has contributed over 80 pro bono hours through
several projects, including Street Law, where she created lesson
plans and taught high school students about their everyday rights.
Ali continued to educate students by becoming a Marshall-Brennan
Fellow, where she taught constitutional literacy to Camden students
nearly every day in her 2L spring semester. Ali was dedicated to
transforming students’ perspectives to see themselves as part of the



legal system. Ali also served on the Pro Bono Estate Planning
Project and Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (“VITA”) Program,
becoming a Site Coordinator.

Ali’s professional experiences reflect the same commitment. As a
Maida Fellow with the SeniorLAW Center, she supported low
income elderly clients in housing and life planning matters. With the
New Jersey Office of the Attorney General, she assisted in litigating
on behalf of neglected psychiatric patients and supported the
Division of Child Protection and Permanency. She later externed for
the Hon. Kathleen Delaney, J.S.C., with whom she will clerk
following graduation.

Ali’s career has been shaped by a deep commitment to public service
and community advocacy.



Isabel (ees-ah-belle) Ballester, Class of 2026

Isabel is a 3L at Rutgers Law School, a proud Philadelphia native
and sports fan, and a multi-faceted public servant. Isabel’s
commitment to protecting the rights and interests of the public
started before law school. At Davidson College, Isabel founded the
Davidson Microagression Project and earned her BA in Gender &
Sexuality Studies in 2018. After graduating, she worked as the
Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff at the Philadelphia District
Attorney’s Office. Isabel progressed to the role of paralegal for the
DA’s Conviction Integrity and Special Investigations Units, where
she reviewed wrongful conviction claims. Later, Isabel worked as a
program coordinator with the Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project,
strategically supporting children charged as adults at all phases of
incarceration.

As a Social Justice Scholar at Rutgers, Isabel has volunteered on
several pro-bono projects, including the Philadelphia Lawyers for
Social Equity Pardon Project, the Rutgers Name Change Project, the



Senior Law Center’s life-planning clinic, and the Wizmur Pro Bono
Bankruptcy Project with South Jersey Legal Services.

Isabel has carried her passion for inclusion and empowerment into
her leadership positions as President of the Student Bar Association,
Co-Founder and Secretary of the Social Justice Coalition, and prior
Co-President of ALIANZA. She has supported the Rutgers
community as an Articles Editor on the Rutgers University Law
Review and a Teaching Assistant in Legal Analysis, Writing &
Research.

Isabel earned a competitive two-year paid summer internship
through LatinoJustice PRLDEF, formerly the Puerto Rican Legal
Defense and Education Fund. Through the national civil rights
organization’s program, Isabel worked at a corporate legal
department her first summer and at BakerHostetler most recently.

Whether working on wrongful conviction cases, advocating for
marginalized communities, or building coalitions on campus, Isabel
has embodied the values of Mary Philbrook’s legacy in her
leadership and service.



Sami Coffman, Class of 2026

Samantha “Sami” Coffman has dedicated her legal education to
advancing justice through public service, community leadership,
and hands-on advocacy. Sami’s contribution to public service spans
many roles. She is a known leader at Rutgers, serving as the Vice
President of both the Student Bar Association and the First-
Generation Law Student Association, where she has worked to
create spaces of mentorship, support, and inclusion for her peers.
Sami makes the responsibility of these impactful leadership
positions look easy, while also serving as a Senior Articles Editor
on the Rutgers University Law Review.

Sami leads by example in committing herself to public interest. In
her 1L year, Sami worked as a research assistant for Professor
Kimberly Mutcherson, examining healthcare access laws and their
impact on vulnerable communities. Sami has volunteered with the



Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity Pardon Project, working
through challenging cases, and she recently joined the New Jersey
Law Revision Commission Pro Bono Project. In all, Sami has served
over 100 pro bono hours across various projects and intends to
surpass this by the end of the year.

As an Indianapolis native, Sami is a dedicated public servant to the
community, as reflected in her professional experiences across state,
federal, and local institutions. After her first year, Sami served as a
judicial intern for the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
Indiana and the Indiana state courts. Most recently, Sami served her
home state as a certified legal intern with the Marion County
Prosecutor’s Office, where she assisted attorneys with discovery,
witness preparation, and courtroom proceedings.

Sami’s passion has also helped the local Camden community. As a
Marshall-Brennan Fellow, she taught constitutional literacy to
Camden high school students and coached a team of scholars to
strong performances at a national moot court competition in Baton
Rouge. She now continues this work as a Michael Young Scholar, a
Marshall Brennan teaching assistant, mentoring new Fellows as they
bring civic education into local classrooms.

Despite her many roles and endless responsibilities, Sami takes on
every task with joy and a sense of determination. The Mary
Philbrook Awards honor Sami’s dedication to using her legal
training to empower others and promote public interest.



Lauren Dempsey, Class of 2026

Lauren’s academic and professional career has been defined by her
deep commitment to social justice, mentorship, and community.
As a Social Justice Scholar at Rutgers, Lauren has gained
experience across some of the most impactful public interest
organizations, including the ACLU of Pennsylvania, Community
Legal Services, the Pennsylvania Health Law Project, and the U.S.
District Court for the District of New Jersey. Most recently, at the
ACLU, her supervisors were impressed not only by the quality of
her work but also by her eagerness to ask questions and learn.

On campus, Lauren has been a force for building community and
supporting her peers. She is the Founder and President of the First-
Generation Law Student Association, creating a space for
mentorship and support. She also helped launch the Social Justice
Coalition, dedicated to community and social justice education
within the law school. She also served as Philbrook Chair for both
APIL and WLC, and was instrumental in planning and executing



last year’s award ceremony and celebratory and educational
events.

Lauren’s leadership reflects her belief that law school is not just
about personal achievement but about lifting others up along the
way. As a Teaching Assistant for Legal Research & Writing and
the Board Chair for the Hunter Appellate Advocacy Program, she
has mentored students in developing strong advocacy and
analytical skills, providing guidance on writing, oral argument, and
legal strategy. Lauren is kind, personable, and generous with her
time in helping her peers. She is as much a friend and mentor as
she is an advocate.

Lauren’s passion is also reflected by her work on various pro bono
projects, ranging from expungement and pardon clinics to
constitutional litigation and healthcare access. At the center of
Lauren’s public service work is a passion for fairness and assisting
those most in need.

After graduation, Lauren will continue her path in public interest
law, bringing both skill and compassion to the pursuit of justice.
The Mary Philbrook Award celebrates Lauren’s unwavering
commitment to equity, opportunity, and social change.



Donisha Kendrick, Class of 2026

Donisha Kendrick’s commitment to public service is not episodic
but foundational. Before entering law school, Donisha built her
career in social services in Philadelphia, working directly with
individuals navigating poverty, mental illness, discrimination, and
other life challenges. That experience shaped her commitment to
justice and continues to inform her approach as a legal advocate.
Donisha sought out Rutgers Law School because her goal was to
attend a law school that prioritizes both public interest and pro
bono services.

At Rutgers, Donisha immediately sought out volunteer
opportunities to support the underserved. After joining the Judith
H. Wizmur Bankruptcy Project, Donisha was selected as the
Student Leader. She is responsible for coordinating trainings,
supporting fellow student volunteers, and ensuring clients receive
critical assistance in navigating bankruptcy proceedings. She has
also contributed to the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program,



the Rutgers Name Change Project, and most recently, the
Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity Pardon Project. Donisha
has completed well beyond the required pro bono hours as a Social
Justice Scholar.

Donisha’s leadership is evidenced by her academic and
professional pursuits. Donisha is an editor on the Rutgers Journal
of Law and Public Policy, where she engages scholarship at the
intersection of law and systemic reform. She is currently externing
with the Chief Bankruptcy Judge in Trenton, applying her
experience in bankruptcy law to serve the public. In addition, she
has gained experience in both the private and nonprofit sectors,
including work with a nonprofit hospital system.

Following graduation, Donisha will serve as a judicial law clerk in
Salem County. Donisha’s leadership in pro bono projects, her
scholarship, and her professional work exemplify the commitment
to community at the heart of the legacy of Mary Philbrook.



Dawson Baily Kipphut, Class of 2026

From the start of his time at Rutgers Law, Dawson was committed
to two goals: becoming a public defender and using his legal
education to serve others. He immediately immersed himself in pro
bono service, joining the Street Law Project and the Name Change
Project in his first semester at Rutgers. Since the summer of 2024,
he has served as Client Coordinator for the Name Change Project,
contributing over 100 hours to guide individuals through the legal
name change process.

Dawson has also dedicated significant time and abundant
enthusiasm to indigent defense. He has interned year-round since his
1L summer with the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender in
Atlantic County, where he has assisted in representing low-income
clients and drafting motions and case filings. He currently serves as
a student attorney in the Rutgers Criminal Defense Advocacy Clinic,
continuing his commitment to clients facing criminal charges.



Beyond client advocacy, Dawson has also empowered young
people. As a Marshall-Brennan Fellow, he coached Camden high
school students for the national moot court competition, with one of
his students placing third nationally; Dawson was selected as a
Michael Young Scholar (Marshall-Brennan teaching assistant) for
his 3L year. He has also contributed to campus leadership as
Treasurer and 1L Representative for APIL.

Having completed more than 225 hours of pro bono work, Dawson
is deeply dedicated to public service. After graduation, he will clerk
for the Hon. Pamela D’Arcy, Presiding Judge of the Criminal
Division in Atlantic County. After, Dawson plans to pursue a career
with the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender.
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Millie Martinez Sosa, Class of 2026

Millie Martinez Sosa is a true advocate for public interest. As a 3L,
Millie has made public service the cornerstone of her legal
education. A summa cum laude graduate of Rowan University, she
has consistently combined academic excellence with a
commitment to expanding access to justice. Serving as Senior
Commentaries Editor on the Rutgers University Law Review,
Millie also earned the Best Brief Award in the Hunter Appellate
Advocacy Program.

Millie has devoted her time and talents to pro bono service,
particularly in support of Spanish-speaking and immigrant
communities. At the Christian Legal Clinics of Philadelphia, she
conducted intakes and translated legal documents for low-income
clients. Through the National Association of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials (“NALEO”) Educational Fund, Millie assisted
community members with naturalization and fee waiver



applications. On a U.S.-Mexico border trip, she guided migrants
through the asylum process and informed them of their rights at a
critical moment in their lives. Millie impressively and creatively
raised funds for the trip by selling empanadas across campus.

Millie’s dedication to public service also extends to her
professional experiences. She has served as a judicial extern to
Justice Fabiana Pierre-Louis of the New Jersey Supreme Court,
interned with the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender and the
Cumberland County Prosecutor’s Office, and worked as a bilingual
interpreter and research assistant in the Rutgers clinical program.
At the clinic, on her own initiative, Millie updated and streamlined
the client intake process.

On campus, she has been a leader in the Minority Student Program
and Vice President of the Association for Public Interest Law,
creating opportunities for her peers to engage in service. Beyond
her activism and leadership, Millie has made Rutgers a brighter
place through her generosity to her classmates and consistent
contributions to classroom discussions.

With kindness, humility, and a deep belief in equal justice, Millie
has led by example in honoring Mary Philbrook’s legacy.



Julianna Minus, Class of 2026

Julianna is deeply committed to social justice and prison abolition,
and her work reflects that. Before Rutgers Law School, Julianna
graduated summa cum laude from Fordham University with her
BA in English Literature in 2022. At Rutgers, she has continued to
excel academically while devoting her energy to advancing
fairness and access to justice. She currently serves as Senior
Managing Editor of the Rutgers Race and the Law Review, where
her forthcoming note, Abolitionist Solutions to the Aging Prison
Population, advances decarceral strategies rooted in equity.

Julianna has completed over 170 hours of pro bono service. Since
2023, Julianna has served as a pro bono law clerk for the Christian
Legal Clinics of Philadelphia. She has drafted estate planning
documents and more than 40 expungement petitions, helping
clients secure stability through cleared records. In addition, she



dedicated pro bono service to the New Jersey Office of the
Attorney General’s Conviction Review Unit and Philadelphia
Lawyers for Social Equity, where she evaluated wrongful
conviction claims and supported clients seeking pardons.

Her public interest internships have focused on systemic reform.
First, at Philadelphia VIP, Julianna supported clients navigating
probate and homeownership issues and matched them with
qualified volunteer attorneys. At the Pennsylvania Innocence
Project, Julianna investigated wrongful convictions by reviewing
homicide files and trial transcripts. As a Maida Public Interest
Fellow at the Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project, she
researched complex Eighth Amendment constitutional issues and
contributed to class action litigation challenging solitary
confinement.

Currently, Julianna is a clinical student in the Immigration Justice
Clinic, representing clients in asylum intake, U-visa applications,
and Special Immigrant Juvenile Status matters.

Through every role, Julianna has demonstrated both compassion
for individual clients and a commitment to dismantling systemic
inequities. Julianna’s leadership mirrors the spirit of Mary
Philbrook’s legacy.



Kerry Robinson, Class of 2026

Kerry Robinson has devoted his career to advancing housing
justice and supporting underserved communities. Before law
school, Kerry worked for the Chester Housing Authority, where he
guided residents through the housing application process and
worked to make affordable housing more accessible. That early
experience sparked a passion for advocacy that has continued to
shape his legal education.

When applying to Rutgers Law School, Kerry’s goal was to
contribute to the breadth of pro bono activities available for law
students. Kerry did not waste a second and started volunteering at
the Name Change Clinic during his Summer Jumpstart semester.
As an intern for Rutgers Housing Advocacy Clinic and at
Community Legal Services in Philadelphia, Kerry represented
tenants facing eviction, negotiated with landlords, and helped
protect residents from unfair rental practices. As a Maida Fellow at



Fair Share Housing, he worked on municipalities’ obligations to
provide affordable housing. To date, he has completed more than
218 hours of pro bono service and supported clients through the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program, the Wizmur
Bankruptcy Project, and Wills for Heroes.

As a student leader for VITA, Kerry has been praised for his
attention to detail and his empathy in guiding clients through the
tax process. Kerry’s kindness is a force; his tenderness and
compassion make his legal advocacy even stronger.

Kerry’s work has been recognized through competitive
fellowships, including the New Jersey Summer Housing Justice
Fellowship and the Senator Roxanne Jones Fellowship. Kerry also
serves as Articles Editor for the Rutgers Journal of Law and
Religion and as Vice President of OUTLaws, reflecting his
commitment to leadership and inclusion on campus.

Kerry is a true leader and public servant. We honor his unwavering
commitment to public service in the spirit of Mary Philbrook.



Thomas Stimson, Class of 2026

Dedicated to advancing justice for survivors of violence, Thomas
came to Rutgers Law with a commitment to public service and
community advocacy. After graduating summa cum laude from
Washington State University, where he founded the school’s
History Club and earned a History Leadership Award, Thomas dove
into leadership roles at Rutgers. He currently serves as Editor-in-
Chief of the Rutgers Journal of Law & Public Policy. As President
of APIL, he organized campus-wide programming, including
informative panels on poverty law and constitutional rights. His
efforts were invaluable in planning last year’s Philbrook Public
Interest Award Celebration and APIL Auction.

Thomas’s advocacy extends into the community through his role as
Student Director of the Domestic Violence Pro Bono Project, where



he counsels and assists survivors seeking final restraining orders. He
has also contributed to the Street Law and Voters’ Rights Projects,
educating high school students and promoting voter accessibility. A
Marshall-Brennan Fellow, he taught constitutional literacy to
Camden high school students. Beyond these efforts, he has
completed research projects with Volunteer UP and the Lawyering
Project, supporting families with child support obligations and
investigating prisoner health care under interstate compacts.

His summer internships reflect his career goals. Thomas interned at
the Camden County Prosecutor’s Office, where he worked across
trial units assisting with briefs and legal research. Most recently,
Thomas was a legal intern for the Women Against Abuse Legal
Center in Philadelphia, providing direct support and safety planning
to survivors of domestic violence. Following graduation, he plans to
continue his work in the field of domestic and sexual violence
prevention.

Thomas has been equally committed to strengthening the Rutgers
Law community. He has served as Vice President of the American
Constitution Society, University Senator, and Student Bar
Association representative, as well as helping launch the Career
Closet, which funds stipends for public interest internships. To date,
he has contributed over 90 hours of pro bono service, with the goal
of surpassing 100 before graduation. Thomas’s commitment to
advocating for survivors of violence and serving his community
honors the spirit of Mary Philbrook’s legacy.



Emily Mitchell, Class of 2025

Emily Mitchell’s commitment to public service began early in life,
starting with her experiences working with children in the foster
care system. That exposure inspired her to pursue a legal career
devoted to strengthening systems that impact women, children, and
families.

At Rutgers Law School, Emily distinguished herself as both an
advocate and a leader. As Student Director of the Rutgers
Domestic Violence Project, she has guided survivors of abuse
through the process of seeking final restraining orders, while
training and mentoring fellow students in this vital work. She also
served as President of the Family Law Society, where she
organized fundraisers supporting survivors of domestic violence,
children living in poverty, and families facing food insecurity, and
she hosted speaker events addressing reproductive coercion. She



has also held leadership roles in If/When/How: Lawyering for
Reproductive Justice and the Cannabis Legal Association.

Her professional experiences reinforce her commitment to public
service. She earned 50 pro bono hours as an intern at the New
Jersey Attorney General’s Office, Division of Child Protection and
Permanency, and later served as a law clerk at the Delaware
Department of Justice, splitting her time between the Family
Division and the Domestic Violence Unit.

Since graduating, Emily joined the Delaware Department of
Justice as an Assistant Attorney General, with the goal of serving
as a prosecutor for the Domestic Violence or Special Victims Unit.

Emily uses her education, time, and empathy to ensure the law
empowers survivors and advances justice. Emily’s consistent
leadership and advocacy reflect the spirit of the Mary Philbrook
Awards.



2025 Philbrook Honoree Selection Committee

Megan Adams, RLAW 2026
Philbrook Chair, WLC

Frantz Duncan, RLAW 2016

Ann Freedman, Associate
Professor of Law & Mary
Philbrook Celebration Founder

Jill Friedman, Associate Dean,
Pro Bono and Public Interest
Program

Jessica Frisina, Assistant
Professor of Law and Director of
the Criminal Defense and
Advocacy Clinic

Pam Mertsock-Wolfe, Director,
Pro Bono and Public Interest
Program

Amy Miller, Dean of Students

Steven Salinger, RLAW 2015
Assistant Deputy Public Defender
Camden Region

Alexis Rizzo, RLAW 2027
Philbrook Chair, APIL

Viktoria Zerda, RLAW 2022
Clinical Faculty Fellow

2025 Philbrook Student Honoree Selection Committee

Megan Adams, RLAW 2026
Mary Philbrook Chair, WLC

Adam Crews, Assistant Professor
of Law

Ann Freedman, Associate
Professor of Law & Mary
Philbrook Celebration Founder

Jill Friedman, Associate Dean,
Pro Bono and Public Interest
Program

Ashley Maddison, Managing
Attorney, Rutgers Law Housing
Justice Program

Pam Mertsock-Wolfe, Director,
Pro Bono and Public Interest
Program

Alexis Rizzo, RLAW 2027
Mary Philbrook Chair, APIL

Rachel Tavani, RLAW 2024



2025 Philbrook Celebration Planning Committee

Megan Adams, RLAW 2026 Pam Mertsock-Wolfe, Director,

Mary Philbrook Chair, WLC Pro Bono and Public Interest
Program

Ann Freedman, Associate Alexis Rizzo, RLAW 2027

Professor & Mary Philbrook Mary Philbrook Chair, APIL

Celebration Founder

Jill Friedman, Associate Dean,
Pro Bono and Public Interest
Program



Mary Philbrook

Mary Philbrook was born in Washington, D.C., on August 6, 1872. The daughter of
a feminist and a lawyer, she only received formal education through high school, and
a course in stenography. Mary became educated in the law only through a job with
the firm of Russ and Oppenheimer, where she met James Minturn, who later became
a New Jersey Supreme Court Justice. It was Minturn who encouraged Mary's interest
in the law and made a motion for Mary to be admitted to the New Jersey Bar, which
was initially denied.

In 1895, a bill was passed in New Jersey stating that "no person would be denied
admission to examination for license to practice as an attorney..." and following
another motion by Minturn, Mary was admitted to the New Jersey Bar on June 6,
1895. Subsequently, Mary became the first woman appointed to Chancery Court and
the second to be a notary public. In 1906, Mary also became the first New Jersey
woman to be admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court.

After beginning to practice, Mary began a lecture series in which she endorsed
"plain justice," upholding that women not receive any special treatment. She began
working for Legal Aid, as well as championing such causes as child labor reform,
extension of the probation system, a state reformatory for women, and separate
juvenile courts. She participated in investigations into white slavery, leading to the
passing of the Mann Act, while also fighting for the right to vote.

After 1919, however, Philbrook's focus became the complete emancipation of
women, especially in New Jersey. Mary proceeded to organize several committees
and write various petitions to amend the state constitution to include an equal rights
provision and reword the preamble to affirm women's rights. Mary's final major
triumph was the replacement of references to "men" in the New Jersey Constitution
with references to "persons." After prolonged illness, Mary Philbrook passed away
on September 2, 1958. We should all be grateful for the many achievements she
accomplished throughout her life.



The 2025 Philbrook

Planning Committee
offers special thanks to:

Lisa Alston, Senior Administrative Assistant

Margie Berenato, Rutgers University-Camden Alumni
Office

Dean Johanna Bond, Rutgers Law School

Shanida Carter, Director of Marketing
and Communications, Rutgers Law School

Briana Fleming, Events and Program Manager, Rutgers
University-Camden

Nate Nakao, Digital Marketing and Media Producer,
Rutgers Law School

Sy Nicholson, Rutgers Foundation

Rutgers University-Camden Information Technology
Team

Faculty Support Members Nicole Heitman, Sue Lopresti,
and Denise Johnson Steinert

With your support and guidance, Philbrook Week
and the Philbrook Celebration are highlights of the
law school year!



Special thanks to our generous donors:

Corey Norcross, Esq.

Finally, thank you to our sponsors:
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Be on the Lookout for These
Upcoming Events!

Il APIL Auction @ B&f %
BOBLIC INTEREST Law S p I'I n g 2 O 2 : \

The APIL Auction and the 5K Run for Justice both fund
students in unpaid summer public interest jobs.

Please join the effort and join the fun to raise money for
APIL and social justice!

To volunteer, contact our APIL Auction Chair at
rutgersapil@gmail.com !



mailto:rutgersapil@gmail.com

Remember to Vote November 4!

Registration deadline for the general
election is October 14.

SAFE. SIMPLE. SECURE.

Voting Questions?
1-877-NJ-VOTER
(1-877-658-6837)

https://nj.gov/state/elections
/voter-registration.shtml
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