____________________________________
XXXXX	)   	SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
)	CHANCERY DIVISION - FAMILY PART 
				Plaintiff,	)	COUNTY OF ___________
v.						)
	)	 	   		      	
	)
YYYYY 	)
	)          	Docket Number: ______________________
	) 
	)    ORDER OF CUSTODY AND SPECIAL FINDINGS
	)	
                                    	)
                                         Defendant(s)	) 	 
	)	
	)
In the Matter of:	)
ZZZZZ	)
	)
	)
___________________________________ )

THIS MATTER, having been brought to the attention of the Court by undersigned counsel for the Plaintiff, _____________, upon Notice of Motion and supported by testimony, exhibits, certifications, as well as arguments of law and fact, and the Court having heard the petition; and for good cause shown:

IT IS on this ____________ day of _________________, 20__, 

	ORDERED THAT:

1. The Minor, ________________, was born on __________. 

2. The Minor, ________________, is unmarried. 

3. This Court has jurisdiction under New Jersey law to make judicial determinations about the custody and care of juveniles.  Here, the Court has jurisdiction to make a custody determination for ________________, pursuant to [N.J.S.A. 9:2-3 and 9:2-4 for one parent v. another parent OR N.J.S.A. 9:2-9 and 9:2-10 for third party custody]. Such jurisdiction is necessary for the protection and safety of the minor due [child abuse, neglect, or abandonment]

4. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 9:17B-3 and A.E.C. v. P.S.C., 453 N.J. Super. 19 (App. Div. 2018) this Court has jurisdiction to grant a caregiver custody of an unemancipated child who is under twenty-one. This Court finds that ______________is unemancipated and in need of a court-ordered custodian because she depends on _______________ to meet her need for housing, food, clothing, medical care, and emotional support and because she is enrolled in high school [or if in college simply state an educational program], and does not work.  	Comment by rmandelbaum: THIS PARAGRAPH IS ONLY NEEDED IF CHILD IS APPROACHING OR OVER THE AGE OF 18

5. Because the minor, _______________, is unemancipated, she is dependent on this Court for her/his protection and safety, and this Court must determine an appropriate custodian for her, pursuant to [put in N.J.S.A. 9:2-3 and 9:2-4 or N.J.S.A. 9:2-9 and 9:2-10].	Comment by rmandelbaum: USE PARAGRAPH 5 IF APPROACHING OR OVER THE AGE OF 17.  IF NOT, THEN USE PARAGRAPH 6.

6. The minor, ______________, is dependent upon this Court for her/his protection and safety, and this Court must determine an appropriate custodian for her pursuant to __________________ [put in N.J.S.A. 9:2-3 and 9:2-4 or N.J.S.A. 9:2-9 and 9:2-10]

7. [Child’s name] ________________is to remain under this Court’s jurisdiction until further order of this Court.  Accordingly, this Court has exclusive, continuing jurisdiction over any custody determinations concerning [child’s name] ____________.  

8. Reunification with the minor’s father, [father’s name]__________________, is not viable due to abuse, neglect, and abandonment, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 9:6-1 and N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.21.  [father’s name]’s________________ actions constitute physical and verbal abuse, as he frequently beat [child’s name] _____________ with a belt and his hand and frequently used profane and inappropriate language toward her. [Father’s name]’s___________________ actions constitute neglect and abandonment because since 2009, he has willfully failed to provide for any of the minor’s needs, and has not cared for nor had any contact with the minor. 	Comment by rmandelbaum: Obviously the facts will be different and the parent may not have abused, neglected and abused.  Only one is necessary. 
 
9. Reunification with the minor’s mother, [mother’s name]_____________________, is viable.  The minor currently lives with her mother and is thriving in her care. [Mother’s name] ______________ provides for the minor’s food, shelter, and emotional well-being	Comment by rmandelbaum: This paragraph would be for a situation where child was with Mother.  If child is not with Mother than draft a paragraph similar to the one for the father above.

10. It is in the best interest of [child’s name] _______________ to remain in the United States in the sole custody of [name of custodian] ________________. If [child’s name]______________ were to return to [country of origin]________, she would be in danger [STATE WHY] and would have no one to care for her, protect her, and keep her safe.  [STATE WHY] Accordingly, this Court finds that it is in the best interest of [child’s name] ___________________that she remain in the United States and that sole legal and physical custody of the minor, [child’s name] _______________, be granted to [proposed custodian]_________________. 	Comment by rmandelbaum: Facts will need to be added and change in this paragraph

[bookmark: _GoBack]IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that _________________ be granted legal and physical custody of minor, ____________________, and that this Court retain jurisdiction over ___________________ until such further order of this Court. 


DATE:					_______________________________
								    J.S.C.
