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Susan J. Frietsche, Esq. 
 

Susan Frietsche is a Senior Staff Attorney and the founder and director of the 

Western Pennsylvania Office of the Women’s Law Project, where she has 

worked since 1992. Her law practice focuses on providing legal services for the 

17 freestanding abortion facilities in Pennsylvania, including direct 

representation in state and federal courts, amicus representation, compliance 

work, legislative advocacy, representation before state licensure boards, and 

strategic defense from anti-abortion violence and disruption. Frietsche has 

appeared as counsel for young women seeking confidential abortions in over 50 

judicial bypass cases. In addition to her reproductive rights practice, she engages 

in civil litigation and advocacy involving sexual harassment and sexual assault 

in education and employment settings, Title IX athletics, LGBTQ 

discrimination, economic security, incarcerated women, criminalization of 

pregnancy, and race and gender bias in the legal system. She has argued before 

the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Third and Fourth Circuits as well as 

Pennsylvania appellate courts. She is the co-author of “Women on the Court and 

the Court on Women,” in The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania: Life and Law in 

the Commonwealth 1684-2017 (John J. Hare, ed., 2018), and “Preserving the 

Core of Roe:  Reflections on Planned Parenthood v. Casey,” published in the 

Yale Journal of Law & Feminism. She is a member of the adjunct faculty of the 

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where she teaches Reproductive Law 

and Policy and Gender and the Law. Prior to joining the staff of the Women’s 

Law Project, Frietsche was the Deputy Director of the Pennsylvania ACLU and 

the organization’s state lobbyist. She is a graduate of Bryn Mawr College and 

Temple University Law School. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kimberly Mutcherson 
 

Kimberly Mutcherson is Co-Dean and Professor of Law at Rutgers Law School 

in Camden. Dean Mutcherson is a reproductive justice scholar whose work sits 

at the intersection of bioethics, health law, and family. She has a particular focus 

on assisted reproduction, abortion, disability, and medical decision-making for 

pregnant women and children. Cambridge University Press released her edited 

volume, Feminist Judgments: Reproductive Justice Rewritten in 2020. 

 

In 2021, Dean Mutcherson received the Association of American Law Schools 

inaugural Impact Award as a co-founder of the Law Deans Antiracist 

Clearinghouse Project. She received the Center for Reproductive Rights 

Innovation in Scholarship Award in 2013, a Chancellor’s Teaching Excellence 

Award in 2011, and the Women’s Law Caucus Faculty Appreciation Award in 

2011 & 2014. Dean Mutcherson has been a Senior Fellow/Sabbatical Visitor at 

the Center for Gender and Sexuality Law at Columbia Law School and a 

Visiting Scholar at the Center for Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania. 

She received her B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania and her J.D. from 

Columbia Law School. She also received the Kirkland and Ellis Fellowship for 

post-graduate public interest work upon her graduation from Columbia. Prior to 

joining the faculty at Rutgers, Dean Mutcherson was a consulting attorney at the 

Center for Reproductive Law and Policy (now the Center for Reproductive 

Rights) and a Staff Attorney at the HIV Law Project. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Michele Goodwin 
 

Dr. Michele Bratcher Goodwin is a global thought leader and advisor. She is the 

host of the popular podcast, On the Issues with Michele Goodwin, at Ms. 

Magazine. Her writings address pressing matters of law, society, and global 

health. An award-winning author, her publications appear across five books and 

more than one hundred law review articles, book chapters, and commentaries. 

Her opinion editorials and commentaries can be found in the New York Times, 

LA Times, Salon.com, Politico, Forbes, the Christian Science Monitor, and 

other platforms. She is a frequent contributor to Ms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT HONOREES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherée Brewer (Class of 2023) 

Sherée Brewer is a second career law student, a former affordable housing 

management professional who also is solo parenting a young adult child living 

with autism spectrum disorder. As a property manager in her community, Sheree 

was responsible for building and maintaining a staff team on-site and promoting 

successful self-governance in the community itself. As a member of Charity 

Community Church, she learned “how to love others, by giving away the best 

we have to offer.” Her impetus for coming to law school was enduring domestic 

violence and surviving a failed restraining order. Because there is a nexus 

between poor communication and domestic violence, she wants to change how 

restraining orders are managed and establish a healthy relationships curriculum 

for our community’s children. After her 1L year, Sherée worked in the Domestic 

Violence Clinic, where she supported a rape victim and helped her deal with her 

housing issues. She also partnered with Rutgers Reentry Clinic to represent a 

formerly incarcerated person who needed identity documents; that summer, she 

also served as a Teaching Fellow to Minority Student Program students in a 

contracts course. Even in a Zoom environment, Sheree has participated in many 

activities, from legal assistance for people with disabilities to election 

protection, and leadership in the Social Justice Scholars Program. She is known 

within the law school community as someone who is always ready to support 

others and whose passion and energy are an inspiration. After her 2L year, 

Sheree interned at Community Legal Services in Philadelphia on policy work to 

reduce the number of African Americans unfairly reported to child protective 

services. After graduation, Sherée commits to use her legal education to give 

back in every possible way. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erinmarie Byrnes (Class of 2023) 

A Social Justice Scholar, Executive Editor of Law Review, and a Civil 

Procedure teaching assistant, Erinmarie Byrnes is an exemplary public interest 

law student and person. As a 2L, Erinmarie was an outstanding Marshall-

Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project Fellow, teaching Camden High School 

juniors about their rights under the Constitution. Her skill, compassion and 

dedication led to her selection as a 3L Michael Young Fellow (teaching 

assistant). Erinmarie has also excelled academically and in her two summer 

public interest internships. Her first, at the Homeless Advocacy Project, was 

focused on assisting unhoused clients with SSI/SSDI claims, VA benefits, and 

the military characterization upgrade petition process. Her second summer was 

at the Public Interest Law Center, where she worked on a challenge to the 

constitutionality of Pennsylvania’s education funding scheme. In addition to all 

her other responsibilities, Erinmarie has devoted 30-hour work weeks to the 

Veteran’s Advocacy Clinic and led the 2022 APIL auction to raise money for 

stipends for other students’unpaid summer public interest internships. She will 

have a bright future and an impactful career. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Lewis (Class of 2023) 

A Social Justice Scholar, Rebecca Lewis has strong roots in the Camden 

community, developed when she was a Rutgers Camden undergraduate and 

Civic Scholar; she frequently has had occasion to defend the city tenaciously 

against racist and classist stereotypes. Rebecca has been an outstanding student 

leader, serving as a 2L as the president of both APIL and the Women’s Law 

Caucus. She took on tremendous responsibility for the 2021 Mary Philbrook 

week, organizing pre-Philbrook programming related to housing justice. 

Additionally, she worked tirelessly to host the 2022 APIL Auction to raise 

money for unpaid, service-related summer internships. Rebecca has also sought 

opportunities to mentor others, including her experience as Editor in Chief of the 

Rutgers Journal of Law and Religion and serving as a teaching assistant in Dean 

Mutcherson’s undergraduate Law and History course. Having focused on 

developing her advocacy skills while in law school, including through the Mock 

Trial Program, she represented clients facing difficult circumstances as a student 

intern in the Domestic Violence clinic. Her two summer internships, at the 

Committee for Public Counsel Services in the Alternative Commitment and 

Registration Support Unit, and at the NJ Office of the Public Defender, 

confirmed Rebecca’s passion for indigent criminal defense work, which she 

plans to pursue after graduation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emma Martin (Class of 2023) 

Emma Martin, a committed and effective advocate for LGBTQ+ rights, has 

pursued a wide range of social justice activities in law school. She served as a 

Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Fellow, teaching Camden high school 

students about their rights, played important leadership roles in multiple student 

organizations devoted to social justice, and volunteered for the Judith A. 

Wizmur Bankruptcy Pro Bono Project. During law school, she authored a (soon 

to be published) student note on an important LGBTQ+ rights issue. A member 

of the Social Justice Scholars Program, Emma has also worked for three 

LGBTQ+ rights organizations. She spent her first summer at the Mazzoni 

Center, conducting client intake interviews, drafting name change petitions, and 

drafting discrimination complaints. During her second summer, she worked for 

the Transgender Legal Defense and Education Fund (TLDEF), where she 

worked across the country on a wide variety of issues. She is currently working 

at the Chosen Family Law Center, which provides direct legal services to assist 

low-income members of the LGBTQ+ community with family and estate 

planning issues that can be uniquely complicated to address. Within the law 

school, she has taken over chairing the Pro Bro Name Change Project which 

Rutgers OUTLAWs is working to bring to fruition. Emma will be an 

unstoppable force for justice in her future career. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Purgason (Class of 2023) 

As an undergraduate at the University of Tennessee, Grace Purgason witnessed 

the effects of an immigration raid in her town that shocked her conscience. She 

tracked down a law school pro bono opportunity at the neighboring law school 

and volunteered her time to assist low-income clients with a full range of civil 

legal services. At Rutgers Law, Grace joined the Immigration Law Society, 

where she later served as President, and she co-founded the Camden chapter of 

the International Refugee Assistance Project. A Social Justice Scholar, she has 

avidly pursued a variety of other public interest activities. These include 

teaching civics to Camden high school students through Street Law during her 

1L year, and later serving as student leader of the project. Her internship at 

Legal Services of New York City, and two summer internships, one at Knox 

County Public Defenders Community Law Office, and the second at Georgia 

Capital Defenders, ignited her passion for providing direct representation to the 

most vulnerable clients. She plans to devote her career to public service. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casey Schu (Class of 2022) 

Coming to law school after working at the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 

(HIAS), Casey has continued to pursue her passion to protect the legal rights of 

immigrants. A Social Justice Scholar, Casey worked for several semesters as a 

translator in the Immigrant Justice Clinic and devoted long hours to a pro bono 

asylum case on behalf of an immigrant father and child who had been separated 

at the border. Casey further developed her language skills during a semester in 

Spain, where she also did pro bono work for a Spanish attorney. She was a  

strong student and published member of the Rutgers Law Review, while 

balancing substantial personal obligations. Along with these accomplishments, 

her kindness and creativity earned her the love and respect of her classmates. 

Since graduation, Casey is continuing her immigrant advocacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam Shopp (Class of 2023) 

Sam Shopp is an outstanding public interest law student. He is smart and 

creative, with an open and energetic mind. As a Social Justice Scholar, Sam 

distinguished himself as the person in the room who would always raise his 

hand to volunteer. He also led interesting and important conversations about 

police and society and introduced poetry into SJS workshop meetings. Over his 

years in law school, he has done more than volunteer: he has become a leader 

and officer in APIL, National Lawyers Guild, Disability Law Student 

Association, and the Immigration Law Society. Sam was responsible for much 

high quality Philbrook programming in 2021, including his excellent facilitation 

of a “meet the honoree” program with housing advocate Rachel Garland. He 

also conceived and orchestrated the first ever Philbrook arts event, at which in 

addition to organizing, he also performed. More recently, he co-founded the 

Rutgers chapter of the International Refugee Assistance Program, to fight for the 

safety and dignity of refugees and asylees. Sam has interests in children’s rights 

(he worked at the Children’s Defense Fund before law school), housing rights, 

workers’ rights, and many other areas. He has secured internships at the Juvenile 

Law Center and the law school clinics and has served as a teaching assistant. He 

plans to continue his passion for social justice lawyering after graduation. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theodore A. Sigwart (Class of 2022) 

During his two and a half years in law school, Teddy Sigwart contributed 

hundreds of hours of pro bono service to the community and was honored at 

graduation with the Dean’s Pro Bono Publico Award for Exceptional Service. In 

addition to his participation in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Project 

(VITA), the Planning Estates Project (PEP), and the Honorable Judith H. 

Wizmur Bankruptcy Pro Bono Project, Teddy was particularly active in 

disability rights, mediation of disputes, and work to end domestic violence. As 

the Student Leader of Small Claims Court work, within the Mediation Pro Bono 

Project, in addition to serving as a mediator himself, he organized trainings for 

other students. As a volunteer for the Domestic Violence Project during the 

pandemic, he called domestic violence victims and assisted them in filing for 

restraining orders. Taking personal action, he attended Masculinity Action 

Project/Gender Justice Fund’s Ally Month seminars about toxic masculinity and 

bystander intervention. Perhaps his proudest accomplishment was helping found 

the Disability Law Student Association (DLSA),where he served as Treasurer 

and then Co-President. With DLSA, he helped organize pro bono efforts to help 

people with disabilities access government benefits and worked with Dean 

Rhasheda Douglas to explore possibilities for a scholarship for students with 

disabilities. After graduation, Teddy has continued to use his law degree for the 

public good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



2022 Philbrook Honoree Selection Committee 

Ann Freedman, Professor & 

Mary Philbrook Celebration 

Founder 

Jill Friedman, Associate Dean, 

Pro Bono and Public Interest 

Program  

Ragner Jaeger, RLAW 2014 

Thea Johnson, Professor of Law  

Daniella Mannino, 2024, 

President, Women’s Law Caucus 

Pam Mertsock-Wolfe, Director, 

Pro Bono and Public Interest 

Program 

Dominique Perez, 2024, APIL 

Mary Philbrook Chair 

Rachel Tavani, 2024, APIL 

President 

 

2022 Philbrook Student Honoree Selection Committee 

Franz Duncan, RLAW 2016 

Ann Freedman, Professor & 

Mary Philbrook Celebration 

Founder 

Jill Friedman, AssociateDean, 

Pro Bono and Public Interest 

Program 

Joanne Gottesman, Director of 

Clinical Programs, Camden and 

Clinical Professor of Law 

Daniella Mannino, 2024, 

President, Women’s Law Caucus 

Pam Mertsock-Wolfe, Director, 

Pro Bono and Public Interest 

Program 

Dominique Perez, 2024, APIL 

Mary Philbrook Chair 

Jenise Rivera, RLAW 2021 

Rachel Tavani, 2024, APIL 

President 

2022 Philbrook Celebration Planning Committee 

Ann Freedman, Professor & 

Mary Philbrook Celebration 

Founder 

Jill Friedman, Associate Dean, 

Pro Bono and Public Interest 

Program  

Daniella Mannino, 2024, 

President, Women’s Law Caucus 

Pam Mertsock-Wolfe, Director, 

Pro Bono and Public Interest 

Program 

Dominique Perez, 2024, APIL 

Mary Philbrook Chair 

Rachel Tavani, 2024, APIL 

President



Kate Doyle 

Professor Zhang 

Katherine Kolbert 

Arlene Lentini 

Dean Thompson 

Kelly Oster, Events 

Tom Speakman, Catering 
 

Without your support, direction, and 

help, Philbrook Week would not have 

been such a major success!  

 

 

The 2022 Philbrook  

Planning Committee  

would like to give a special thanks to: 



Save the Date! 

 

 

 

APIL Auction 

Spring 2023 

Date TBA 
The APIL Auction funds students in 

unpaid summer public interest jobs.   

Please join the effort and join the fun to 

raise money for APIL and social justice! 

To volunteer,  

contact our APIL Auction Chair at 

rutgersapil@gmail.com! 

 

Roger S. Clark APIL 5K 

Run for Justice 

Spring 2023  

DATE TBA 



 

 

 

 

 


