
Rutgers Law School’s Camden Location Holds Annual Gala 
Three outstanding graduates from Rutgers Law School were honored at the 2017 
Distinguished Alumni Award Celebration for their contributions to the legal profession, service 
to the community, and achievements in the legal community. 

On Thursday, Nov. 30, the Rutgers Law–Camden Alumni Association presented the 2017 
Arthur E. Armitage Sr. Distinguished Alumni Award to Christopher Griner, a 1973 Rutgers Law–
Camden alumnus who is a partner in Stroock, Stroock, Lavan in Washington, D.C. Michael 
Torchia, a 1991 alumnus and managing member Semanoff Ormsby Greenberg & Torchia in 
Huntingdon Valley, Pa., received the Honorable Joseph Nardi Jr. Distinguished Service Award. 
 2011 alumnus Richard Ramonesof Archer Law in Haddonfield, is the recipient of the Recent 
Graduate Award. 

Proceeds from this event fund the alumni association’s scholarships. 

About the Awardees:  

Christopher Griner 

This year’s recipient of the Armitage Award, Griner is the co-managing partner of Stroock’s 
Washington, D.C. office and chair of the National Security/CFIUS/Compliance practice group. 

Recognized as a leader in the field of national security, Griner has played a key role in the 
development of the Foreign Ownership, Control or Influence (FOCI) mitigation arrangements 
used by the U.S. government today. Continued on next page. 
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He represents foreign and domestic clients regarding 
international transactions involving the Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States (CFIUS) and other national 
security approval issues. Griner represents clients from all over 
the world in hundreds of transactions notified to CFIUS, 
covering a wide range of industries including aerospace, 
cybersecurity, defense, energy, information technology, 
intelligence, medical diagnostics, telecommunications and 
transportation, and shipping. 

The Arthur E. Armitage Sr. Distinguished Alumni Award has 
recognized Rutgers Law School’s most accomplished 
graduates, including governors, attorney generals of New 
Jersey, noted civil and criminal trial attorneys, and general 
counsels to Fortune 500 companies.  Established in 1983, the 
alumni award is a memorial to Armitage Sr., who, with a group 

of interested citizens, founded both the South Jersey Law School in 1926 and its companion College of South Jersey in 1927. In 
1950, the Camden campus became affiliated with Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. In July 2015, Rutgers’ law schools 
in Camden and Newark merged to become Rutgers Law School, the largest public law school in the Northeast. 

Michael Torchia  

Commemorating the life and accomplishments of the Honorable Joseph M. Nardi Jr., a retired New Jersey Superior Court judge, 
former Camden mayor, and 1956 Rutgers Law alumnus, the Nardi Distinguished Service Award was established in 2002 to 
recognize exceptional service to the law school and larger community. This year’s honoree is Michael Torchia, a 1991 Rutgers Law 
alumnus. 

Torchia is a managing member of Semanoff Ormsby Greenberg & Torchia in Huntingdon Valley, Pa. He has an extensive 
“workplace investigations” practice, in which he is hired by other attorneys to conduct sexual harassment and discrimination 
investigations and to testify about his findings. He has also served as an expert witness in workplace investigations. 

He speaks on employment law topics and emerging legal issues. 

An adjunct professor at Rutgers Law, Torchia has taught the Trial Advocacy course. He has served in various roles in the Rutgers 
Law Camden Alumni Association. 

Richard Ramones 

Established in 2010, the Recent Graduate Award honors Ramones as this year’s recipient. 

A 2011 Rutgers Law graduate, Ramones is an attorney at Archer Law, concentrating in complex litigation, including 
environmental, toxic tort and commercial litigation in state and federal courts.  

Prior to joining Archer, Ramones was a law clerk for the 
Honorable Richard F. Wells, Superior Court of New Jersey, Civil 
Division. He also clerked for the New Jersey Attorney General’s 
Office, the United States Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and the legal department of a major mutual fund 
company.  Before attending law school, Rich taught reading 
comprehension and verbal communication for children with 
learning disabilities. 

Ramones serves as co-chair of the National Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association’s Energy, Environment, and 
Sustainability Committee, as a Member of the Board of 
Directors for the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of 
Pennsylvania and he is a former member of the Board of 
Directors for the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of 
New Jersey. ■ 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Letter From Leadership 
Dear Alumni: 

First, we wish to thank all of you who came out to support our Alumni Awards. Whether you 
came to the Newark Gala, the Camden Awards Ceremony, or both, we greatly appreciate your 
financial and physical support in honoring our distinguished alumni, who carry the Rutgers 
banner and do us proud. 

The Camden Alumni Group has planned its annual South Jersey Gathering held at Trenno Pizza 
Bar in Westmont for February 21, 2018. Please watch your email for the registration link for this 
always packed event.  

Looking forward to Spring, the Camden Alumni Group is preparing its annual Easter Egg Hunt, 
held in the Campus Student Center for Camden school children 12 and under. The alumni board 
has planned crafts, a magician, a face-painting clown, and of course the egg hunt!  

We also have many CLE programs coming up on both campuses. Please 
check ipe.rutgers.edu for upcoming seminars on both campuses.   

Finally, with the end of the year approaching, we remind and encourage you to make your 
annual gift-- or begin a new tradition of annual giving-- to the law school. No matter how small 
or how large, you can play a vital role in the advancement of our beloved Law School. Donors 
may also earmark their gift for a special program or a single campus, if they choose. Please visit 
 http://go.rutgers.edu/10oozx3r.  

If you have any questions about the Alumni Associations or wish to get involved, please contact 
us. We have regular board meetings and events that you can support. Also, be sure to follow 
our Facebook and LinkedIn pages!  

Best regards, 
Janice Heinold     Brian Biglin  
Chancellor, Camden Alumni Association  President, Newark Alumni Association  
jheinold@rclawnj.com    rslnaapresident@gmail.com 

Rutgers Law School Rated Among Top 25  
Best Value Law Schools by National Jurist 

Rutgers Law School is ranked 11th in the National Jurist magazine’s 2017 Top 25 Best Value Law Schools rankings. Rutgers Law is 
the only school in the northeast that is included in the top 25 on that list. The National Jurist rating system focuses on law 
schools that provide the best value for students.  

The Best Value ranking system takes into account a law school’s tuition, the employment rate of students after graduation, 
students’ average indebtedness upon graduation, bar passage rates, and students’ cost of living expenses. Rutgers Law’s 
employment rate for full-time positions, at 83.9 percent, is among the highest of the top 25 schools on the list. For full-time in-
state students, tuition is $24,512. It’s $37,156 for full-time out-of-state students. 

The report shows that schools that charged higher tuitions forced some law school graduates into debt that could be as high as 
$180,000. Rutgers Law grads’ debt averaged $56,173. 

The National Jurist rating is the second positive ranking Rutgers Law School has received this year. In March, Rutgers Law School 
was ranked 62nd in U.S. News & World Report’s 2018 Best Graduate Schools rankings. This 30-position improvement is by far the 
largest of any law school this year and among the largest ever. The U.S. News ranking is only the second time Rutgers Law has 
been ranked as a single merged entity of the Camden and Newark locations. Moreover, in the U.S. News & World Report law 
school specialty rankings, the Rutgers Law clinical program rose from 26 last year to 19 this year, moving just ahead of Harvard 
(20) and Columbia (21). In addition, Rutgers Law’s legal writing program is ranked 23rd in the nation. ■ 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Rutgers Law Swears In New Attorneys 
Rutgers Law School in Newark and Camden hosted simultaneous swearing-in ceremonies for newly-minted lawyers on November 
20. A live-stream video connection allowed each location’s ceremony to be viewed at the other location. Family members, faculty 

and staff celebrated with the former students after the ceremonies.  

The attorney administering the oath in Camden was Eric Fikry, a 
graduate of Rutgers Law School, and President of the Camden 
County Bar Association. He serves on New Jersey State Bar 
Association’s (“NJSBA”) Board of Trustees on behalf of the Casino 
Law Section, and is a past chair of that Section. He is the immediate 
past president of the Asian-Pacific American Lawyers Association of 
New Jersey. He has previously served as chair of the Camden 
County Bar Foundation’s President’s Commission on Diversity, and 
as a co-chair of the NJSBA’s Diversity Committee. In 2011 Mr. Fikry 
was recognized by the Rutgers-Camden Asian Pacific American Law 
Students Association for his efforts in promoting diversity and 
supporting the Asian-American legal community. 

The attorney administering the oath in Newark was Robert B. Hille, 
New Jersey State Bar Association President. He previously served as 

a trustee of the NJSBA, and is chair of the Finance and Operations, Insurance Benefits, and Amicus committees, as well as a 
member of the Long-Term Planning, Malpractice Insurance, and Meeting Arrangements and Planning committees and the 
Certified Attorneys Section. He is also a trustee of the New Jersey State Bar Foundation.  
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Faculty Spotlight: Adnan Zulfiqar Dissects Complex,  
Emotionally Charged Issues in Islamic and Criminal Law 

Reprinted from Rutgers Today 

Adnan Zulfiqar calls himself a third-culture kid. 

Born in Virginia to Pakistani immigrants, the Rutgers-
Camden law professor’s childhood was bookended by 
years-long stints in Africa – where his father, a World Bank 
executive, purposefully took transfers to broaden his 
children’s perspectives.   

Acclimating was easier, said Zulfiqar, if he sought out the 
similarities between cultures, religions and languages. It 
is a tactic he still relies on as a scholar of criminal law, 
laws of war and Islamic law. 

“Commonalities are the entry point into a different 
culture or context. Once you identify points of familiarity 
then it’s easier to appreciate the differences,” said 
Zulfiqar, who is proficient in five languages, including 

Arabic, Urdu and Farsi.  “I approach my scholarship the same way. I start by asking: Does this other culture approach legal 
problems the way we do? Are they asking similar questions? Then I spend my days exploring why or why not, seeing what 
transcends geography, time period, culture and what doesn’t.” 

Zulfiqar, who is a practicing Muslim, currently is exploring questions surrounding jihad and revolution through a legal lens as he 
completes his Ph.D. dissertation. It is his hope that by unraveling the legal arguments militant groups use to co-opt jihad – the 
definition of which ranges from internal spiritual struggle to external holy war – communities and governments will be better 
equipped to stem the tide of militant recruitment globally. “The truth of the matter is no one has jihad right. They have shades of 
it, but they’re talking about different things,” said Zulfiqar. “My work highlights the mutations that have occurred in legal thinking 
to allow certain groups to construct jihad the way they have.” 

Some of Zulfiqar’s earliest memories were formed in Kenya, where his family moved 
when he was 3. Re-acclimating to life in the States as an elementary school student 
took getting used to, but Zulfiqar said it was his transition as an eighth grader from the 
prosperous Beltway to Malawi – one of the poorest countries in the world – that truly 
tested him.  

“At that age you have friends and social circles and know the comfort of America. 
Being ripped away from it was incredibly difficult, but change builds character,” said 
Zulfiqar, who tries to instill a similar philosophy in his children, ages 2, 5 and 7. “I’m 
tremendously grateful my parents didn’t bow to the pressure of my youthful angst, 
because it was the most instrumental decision they ever made with regard to my life.” 

As someone who has experienced “otherness” – both in his own country and abroad – 
Zulfiqar is acutely aware when he notices another struggling with that experience – like 
the mother in traditional South Asian attire and Muslim head covering who looked 
anxious while accompanying her son to a university welcome reception this fall. 
Sometimes, he said, just being a faculty member who is Muslim and person of color 
sends a powerful unspoken message to those from diverse backgrounds, which is 
especially important at this time of vulnerability for Muslims. 

“I started speaking to her in Urdu, and she was ecstatic.Her entire personality came 
out. The moment was instructive for me,” he said.  “I was able to convey to her, 
‘Listen, I’m here in this position. If I belong here, you belong here. You don’t need to 
worry about your son. He will be treated like anyone else.’ That is a role I embrace.”■ 
Rutgers Law Alumni News �5

Alumni and Professors 
Named to Governor-elect 
Phil Murphy’s Transition 

Committees 
Transition Counsel 

• Nadia Bandukda ’13 
• Joseph P. Baumann, Jr. ‘87 
• Ramon Rivera ’00 
• Hector Ruiz ‘00 

Law & Justice Committee 
• Ronald K. Chen ’83 (co-chair) 
• Lazaro Cardenas ‘13 
• Lloyd Freeman ’07 
• David R. Spevack ‘01 
• Michael Stein ‘89 
• Theodore Romankow ’65 

Urban and Regional Growth Committee 
• Doug Eakeley (professor) 
• Oliver Quinn ‘75

Professor Adnan Zulfiqar
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Moot Court National Trial Team Celebrates Fall Success 
The Rutgers Law School Moot Court Board’s National Trial Team had a successful start to the competition season, with four 
members of the team finishing as semi-finalists in the New York Regionals of the ABA National Mock Trial competition in 
Manhattan. Four other members of the team were selected to compete in the prestigious 28th ABA/John Marshall Invitational 
Criminal Trial Competition in Chicago in March based upon their winning record last year and their finishing as semifinalists 
earlier this season at the Queens District Attorney’s Invitational Mock Trial Tournament. It is the first time the Rutgers team has 
been invited to compete in the ABA/John Marshall Invitational. 

Jessenia Caquias ‘19, Bailey Ott ‘19, Christa McLeod ‘18 and Christina McGinnis ‘19 competed in the preliminary rounds of the 
ABA National Mock Trial Competition in Manhattan in November, winning both rounds and earning one of four spots in the 
semifinal round out of a field of 16 teams. The competition problem was a civil case against a company for a pattern of 
discrimination and wrongful termination of a born-again Christian employee. 

Earlier in the fall, four Moot Court Board Trial Team members 
finished as semi-finalists at the Queens District Attorney’s Invitational 
Mock Trial Competition. Matthew Capone ‘18, McLeod, Melissa 
Taustine ‘18, and Steven Tegrar ‘18, competed in preliminary rounds 
in the Queens Invitational, winning those rounds and earning a spot 
in the semi-final round. McLeod and Tegrar, representing the 
prosecution, defeated Louisiana State University Law School's team 
and Capone and Taustine, representing the defense, defeated 
Boston University's team. Only six teams advanced to the finals from 
a field of 16. By advancing, the Rutgers Law team bested 10 highly 
competitive teams including Temple Law, Fordham, and Brooklyn 
Law. 

“We are so proud of the Moot Court Board team members. They 
continue to raise Rutgers Law's national profile for mock trial and 
appellate moot court competitions,” said Dean Andrew Rossner, 
who coaches the National Trial Team and supervises Rutgers Law 
School’s Moot Court program. “All the team members have worked 
tirelessly to hone their skills and develop into excellent advocates. 
They have performed superbly in a very competitive field.” 

According to Co-Dean Dean Ronald Chen ”We applaud the success 
of each of the team members. Many thanks to them for their hard 
work and dedication as representatives of the Law School in these 
competitions. Many thanks also to Dean Andrew Rossner, who 
coaches the team and reorganized and enhanced the Moot Court 
Board and trial advocacy programs at the Law School over the past 

few years. The enhanced program provides rigorous and effective trial advocacy training incorporating classes in evidence and 
trial advocacy with comprehensive and individualized instruction and skills training. The recent team successes are dividends of 
that enhanced program.” 

Rossner added,”Our Moot Court Board Advocacy could not be as successful without the dedication of members of the bar who 
volunteer their time to assist in training the team. Many thanks to Rutherford Livengood who has devoted countless hours to 
team practices and mentoring team members, as well as to Sam McCluskey and Brian Curley, who have assisted in coaching the 
team.” 

In other Moot Court Board news, two student advocates, John Flynn ‘18 and Krystal Valentin ’19 argued before Appellate Court 
Judge Jack Sabatino and Superior Court Judge Martin Cronin in the 2017 Final Round of the David A. Cohn Appellate Moot 
Court Competition in November and were selected to represent the school in the ABA’s National Appellate Advocacy 
Competition in Chicago in the spring. Flynn and Valentin rose to the final round by winning their preliminary and semi-final 
rounds as well as writing excellent briefs, proving their skills as excellent appellate advocates. The case was a criminal search and 
seizure case involving a border search of a person’s cell phone, without probable cause, to obtain stored data on the phone. ■ 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Caquias, Christa McLeod
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 Rutgers Law Professor Stacy Hawkins  
Wins Prestigious AALS Award 

The Association of American 
Law Schools (AALS) is 
honoring Stacy Hawkins, an 
associate professor 
at Rutgers Law School in 
Camden, with the 2017 
Derrick A. Bell Award. 

The highly prestigious award 
recognizes Hawkins’ 
commitment to diversity 
issues in scholarship and 
teaching, and her 
contributions to the 
community. 

An employment law and 
constitutional law expert, Hawkins has taught, written, and spoken extensively about employment and 
diversity. As an attorney in private practice, she spent more than a decade advising clients in both the 
public and private sectors on the development and implementation of diversity policies and 
programs. She served as special diversity counsel to Holland & Knight, and was the first diversity 
director for Ballard Spahr. Hawkins has counseled and defended employers in a wide range of legal 
matters, including labor relations, employment discrimination, wage and hour compliance, and 
affirmative action planning. 

“We at Rutgers Law School are delighted, but not at all surprised, that the AALS is recognizing 
Professor Hawkins,” says Michael Cahill, co-dean of Rutgers Law School. “This honor properly 
acknowledges the impact of her work, both as a scholar and as an institutional citizen and leader.” 

Hawkins is a member of the Public Interest Law Center’s advisory board, and previously served as an 
inaugural member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Diversity Team and as a member of the board 
of the Philadelphia Diversity Law Group. 

The Derrick A. Bell Award is named in honor of the first African-American tenured professor at 
Harvard Law School. The award honors a junior faculty member who, through activism, mentoring, 
colleagueship, teaching, and scholarship, has made an extraordinary contribution to legal education, 
the legal system, or social justice. 

Hawkins says she is humbled and shocked that she is receiving the honor. 

“To receive an award named in Derrick Bell’s honor is more than I could have imagined for myself as a 
junior scholar, says Hawkins. “The other recipients of this award are people whom I admire deeply 
and whose work has influenced my own. I do not count myself among them in terms of my scholarly 
impact or contributions to the field of critical race theory, but I am encouraged and inspired by this 
award to continue striving to prove myself worthy of it.” 

Hawkins, of Elkins Park, Pa., earned her law degree in 1997 from Georgetown University Law Center 
and received her undergraduate degree from the University of Virginia in 1993. 

She will receive the award during the AALS annual meeting in San Diego in January. ■ 
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Professor Stacy Hawkins

Rutgers Law 
MSP50 

Celebration on 
April 14, 2018 

Rutgers Law School 
celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of its 
pioneering Minority 
Student Program on 
Saturday, April 14, 
2018. The day’s events 
include a daytime 
colloquium followed 
by a gala at the Robert 
Treat Hotel in Newark. 
Created in 1968, the 
MSP is a nationally 
recognized model for 
educating and 
preparing students of 
color and 
disadvantaged 
students of all races 
for a legal career and 
for diversifying the 
legal profession.  

Further details will be 
available in future 
issues of this 
newsletter, and at 
law.rutgers.edu/
MSP50 

http://law.rutgers.edu/MSP50
http://law.rutgers.edu/MSP50
http://law.rutgers.edu/MSP50
http://law.rutgers.edu/MSP50
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Growing Up Poor Spurs Carolyn Chang ‘87  
To Become a Mentor to Many 

As a child growing up in Jamaica, West Indies, Carolyn Chang 
often went without shoes and missed a few years of education. 
Her family could not afford the school and uniform fees required 
for Jamaican public schools. 

Nevertheless, she always dreamed big. “From the time I could 
think, I knew I wanted to be a lawyer,” says Chang, a graduate 
of Rutgers University-New Brunswick and Rutgers Law School in 
Camden. “In Jamaica, attorneys are revered as pillars of the 
community who help people in need. I never heard a lawyer joke 
until I came to the United States.“ 

Today, Chang, who has practiced family law in Burlington County 
since 1991, continues to be inspired by her profession. From her 
office in Mount Holly, she looks out onto the Olde Historic 
Courthouse where she has represented clients on many family 
issues, such as guardianship of young adults and the elderly, divorce, child support and juvenile matters. 

At age 14, Chang and her siblings came to the United States to join their mother, who was living in East Orange, New Jersey. Her 
mother, who worked as a seamstress, had saved for years to be able to bring her children to America. 

Chang says it would have been difficult to attend Rutgers – and almost impossible to live on campus – without the university’s 
Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) program, which provides academic counseling and financial support to promising students 
from economically disadvantaged families. “My EOF counselor, Wally Torian, taught me to maneuver around Rutgers and helped 
prepare me for life,” says Chang, who earned her BA in political science and English in 1981. 

Upon graduation, Chang worked at the state of New Jersey’s Katzenbach School for the Deaf while matriculating as a part-time 
evening student at Rutgers Law School in Camden. After four years, in 1987, she earned her juris doctor. Chang says that 
because she grew up poor, she has terrific empathy for others. “I understand what it’s like to want and not have,” she says. “I 
truly believe to whom much is given, much is expected.” 

Outside of the courtroom, Chang devotes herself to community and public service. A former mayor and committeewoman of 
Westampton Township, she was recently elected president of the Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey, an 
organization that she has been involved with for 25 years. The organization mentors law students, provides scholarships and 
offers members workshops and counsel to help them advance in their careers. 

For her professional and community contributions, Chang has been named Professional Lawyer of the Year by the New Jersey 
Commission on Professionalism in the Law; a Woman of Distinction by the Girl Scouts of Central and Southern New Jersey; and 
Woman of the Year by Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Delta Zeta Chapter – to name a few of her accolades. Last year, the 
Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey honored Chang for her work as a “trailblazer, mentor and role model” who 
has shattered barriers and paved the way for others. 

Such are the core values Chang brings to her relationship with Rutgers. In 2007, she established a scholarship in her name at 
Rutgers-New Brunswick – with a very special focus. Each year $750 is awarded to an EOF student from a Caribbean background 
with an interest in attending law school. The funds contribute to approximately half the fee for the Law School Admission Test 
(LSAT) preparation course. The scholarship is a way for Chang to give back – although, she says, she gets a great deal in return. 

“Rutgers has given me and my family so much,” says Chang, whose husband, Ronald, is a graduate of Rutgers School of 
Engineering. The couple are the parents of two children who both attend Rutgers. Chelsea, a 2015 Rutgers-New Brunswick 
graduate is pursuing her master of social work at the university’s School of Social Work, and Christian is a junior at Rutgers School 
of Arts and Sciences. 

“It has been incredibly rewarding to remain involved with Rutgers and EOF,” she says. “In great measure, because of Rutgers I 
am able to live my dream.” ■ 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Advocate for American Victims of Terrorism Talks to Law Students 
Thomas Fortune Fay ’65 is dean of a 
small cadre of attorneys who have 
successfully sued foreign governments 
on behalf of American victims of 
terrorism. 

In 2016, Fay, who has worked closely 
with other attorneys, was able to get 
almost $2 billion released for more than 
1,000 victims and family members of 
Iran-sponsored terrorist attacks involving 
16 lawsuits and numerous law firms. 

Fay, who is based in Washington D.C., 
also was a pioneer who drafted 
legislation allowing American lawyers to 
sue sovereign foreign nations.  Prior to 
such legislation, there were few 
remedies for American victims and their families. 

Fay described his journey by which he became an advocate for American victims of terrorism at a talk at Rutgers Law School in 
November. His talk was co-sponsored by the Rutgers Center on Security, Race and Rights, the International Law Society and the 
Transportation, Trade and Security Society. 

Fay, whose legal career included practicing in the fields of personal injury, medical malpractice and criminal law, said he met with 
the father of Alisa Flatow following her death. Flatow was a New Jersey college student who was killed in 1995 in the Gaza Strip 
when a suicide bomber drove into her bus. 

Fay said Flatow’s father “was shocked to find out” that even though his daughter was an American citizen, there was nothing in 
place that allowed Flatow’s family to sue for damages or reparations. 

“I felt that somebody should take this case and see what we could do and go from there,” he said. 

Fay said he started conducting research at the Israeli embassy, developed a connection with the Israeli national secret service, 
traveled into the Gaza Strip and was able to contact witnesses who were injured on the same bus in which Flatow died. “I 
interviewed a number of people who had seen what happened,” he said. “We knew we had a case and had something we could 
work with.” 

Fay’s cases also include representation of the victims of the Beirut Marine barracks bombing of 1983 and the bombings of the 
American embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998.  He investigated the cases abroad, tried the cases, handled appeals and 
worked with other attorneys to get judgments for his clients. 

“It’s really collecting (damages) on behalf of all the American people; it’s important to keep that in mind,” he said.  

Because of opposition from the U.S. State Department and at times, the White House, it took several years of litigation and 
heavy lobbying in Congress to obtain the special legislation to subject foreign nations to the jurisdiction of U.S. courts. Fay 
pointed to 28 U.S. Code 1605, Parts A & B, as protections for American citizens that are now law. 

“There is no immunity for acts of torture, sabotage or intentional killing, such as crashing airplanes,” he said. “An American 
citizen or national can be a claimant.” 

He gave the law students advice for the future and offered them pocket copies of the U.S. Constitution. “If you take a case and 
prosecute it, be aggressive and don’t stop,” he said. “Do what you think is right. People want to play it safe and shake 
everybody’s hand. To hell with that.” 

Fay, who is a former president of the Trial Lawyers Association of Metropolitan Washington D.C., has taught continuing legal 
education courses on trial tactics in personal injury cases and problems in proving damages.  That Association presented him 
with its Trial Lawyer of the Year Award in 2001 for his work establishing civil remedies for victims of terrorism. ■ 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Professor Sahar Aziz, left, Thomas Fortune Fay '65, center, and Associate Dean Robert Steinbaum.



December 2017

Alumni Updates 
To submit an update, please email alumni@law.rutgers.edu 

Daniella Gordon '05 has become a partner at Hyland Levin LLP, in Marlton, NJ. 

Jeffrey D. Hsi '97 has received the Community Service Award from the Asian American Lawyers 
Association of Massachusetts. 

Elisa Basnight '02 has become Senior Vice President, Veterans Programs at Health Net Federal 
Services, LLC. 

In Memorium: 
Paul Fader ‘88, former Englewood mayor and adviser to governors (1959-2017). 

 Memorial Service: Saturday, December 16th, 12:30 PM at Dwight Morrow High School  
 Auditorium (274 Knickerbocker Rd., Englewood, NJ 07631) Reception to Follow at the  
 Thomas J. Morgan Gymnasium 
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Newark Alumni 
Reunions  

Mark your calendars! The 
law school will be holding a 
reunion on May 11, 2018 
for the Newark classes of 
1958, 1968, 1973, 1978, 
1988, 1998, & 2008. The 
schedule for the day will 
include: two CLE courses 
(including Ethics, and will 
be made fun so that non-
lawyer guests can enjoy 
them as well), lunch, a 
panel discussion with 
current students, a tour of 
the new law school, and a 
cocktail reception in the 
Great Hall at the "old law 
school" at 15 Washington. 
After the cocktail reception, 
everyone will split into their 
individual classes for 
dinner. Details will be 
provided in future issues of 
this newsletter.

Longtime Clinic Secretarial Assistant Retires 
Quintella Hanks, left, secretarial 
assistant for the Rutgers Law Clinical 
Program, celebrates her retirement 
in December 2017 after working for 
Rutgers Law for more than two 
decades. She is showing off a 
personalized quilt created in honor 
of her retirement. Hanks is moving to 
North Carolina after retirement to be 
near family.

Tracing the Footsteps of History to Examine  
How Lawyers can Fight Tyranny 

Rutgers Law School, in partnership with March of the Living, is 
sponsoring an unconventional CLE program in Poland. 

It’s a question that confounds and haunts modern history. How 
could the Holocaust have been allowed to happen? 

John Farmer, the former New Jersey attorney general and Rutgers 
University Law School dean who has spent much of his professional 
life steeped in law and government, calls it “inexplicable.” But he 
does believe people in his profession—lawyers—played an active 
role in allowing mass genocide to occur. 

Read the rest of this story and learn more about the CLE program at this link.

mailto:alumni@law.rutgers.edu?subject=Alumni%20Update
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/sites/njlawjournal/2017/12/11/bar-report-tracing-the-footsteps-of-history-to-examine-how-lawyers-can-fight-tyranny/
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/sites/njlawjournal/2017/12/11/bar-report-tracing-the-footsteps-of-history-to-examine-how-lawyers-can-fight-tyranny/


December 2017

Rutgers Law Alumni News �11

Keep in Touch with Rutgers Law School 
To keep you informed, Rutgers Law School needs your current home and business contacts. 

UPDATE INFORMATION

Happy Holidays  
from  

Rutgers Law School

http://www.alumni.rutgers.edu/s/896/2016/events-details.aspx?sid=896&gid=1&pgid=476&cid=1118
http://www.alumni.rutgers.edu/s/896/2016/events-details.aspx?sid=896&gid=1&pgid=476&cid=1118

