This aim is not at odds with our plan to add more skills-based courses. For among the skills that
every lawyer in the 21st century must have is the ability to examine the law from an
interdisciplinary perspective. At Rutgers, we have the opportunity to meet the challenges that
face our profession in a way that goes beyond the rote skills training that, if executed without
creativity, could threaten to turn legal education into an extended bar review or Continuing Legal
Education course.
Coupling with other disciplines would also allow us to enhance our contributions to public
service in new and effective ways. Standing alone, we of course already provide public service
through our clinics and our other pro bono activities. But we could be even more effective in
that role in partnership with colleagues from other disciplines. Doing so should not detract from
our scholarly mission, but rather augment it. The words of incoming Newark Chancellor Nancy
Cantor are worth emphasizing:
I am devoted to the action-research tradition where scholarly excellence and
social impact go hand in hand. As an educational leader, I have devoted my
advocacy to making more real the promise of higher education as the road to
social mobility, a context for democratic practice, and as a participant in
community building and public problem-solving.
Our historic commitment and ability to engage in civic engagement and public problem-solving
would be enhanced immeasurably if it were done in partnership with colleagues from other
disciplines so that we can leverage the impact of law combined with another facet of our social
institutions.
We need to draw from our history and our considerable strength, both as a great Law School and
as a part of a great University. While institutional self-criticism is healthy, we should also not
shy away from our strengths. Rutgers has many world class departments and faculties. Rutgers
Law will catapult to the forefront of public law schools by relying upon our existing strengths,
rather than attempt to create new ones out of whole cloth. In the New York/Philadelphia area,
the number of law schools embedded within a major research university are relatively few.
Many of our current competitors are either stand-alone law schools, or are associated with nonAAU primarily undergraduate teaching universities, or are so disconnected from their main
universities as to be essentially autonomous. If we are successful in promoting this new vision
of holistic legal education integrated with other disciplines, we would be peculiarly well situated
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Every major public research university, including all of the universities in the Big Ten, boasts
one flagship law school. Rutgers University will be no different. Rutgers Law will enjoy a
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legal education, and it will be the major public law school in the northeast corridor. Rutgers Law
will also be characterized by university-wide engagement, drawing on the considerable strengths
of a renewed Rutgers University. In the coming weeks, we look forward to exploring this vision
and to getting your input on how Rutgers Law should respond to the challenges facing legal
education in a creative and unique way to become a premier law school of the 21st century.

